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THE ART JOURNAL. 



AMERICAN DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE. 

DESIGN OF A VILLA ON THE PALISADES OF THE HUDSON, 



THE rural architecture of our country usually shows very little I whatever it may be, we are sure to find indiscriminately repeated 
artistic adaptation of building to site. The prevailing style, ] in all places, without regard to the fitness of the conditions. 




The accompanying design is an example of the harmonious 
result that may be attained where the building has been carefully 
studied with reference to its surroundings ; not only for its inter- 
nal arrangement, but for its external effect. The site is in a very 
picturesque part of the Palisades, whose rugged cliffs overhang the 

Hudson River, and while the 
cosiness which should per- 
tain to a rural home has not 
been lost, the house seems 
to have in its sturdiness and 
quaintness much of the spi- 
rit of the scenery. 

As the ground -lines de- 
scend to the south, the sky- 
lines rise, in broken forms 
culminating in the tower — 
thus using the natural slope 
of the site as a factor in the 
general effect sought. The 
exterior is suggestive of the 
internal arrangement and 
purposes ; this will be no- 
ticed in the tower which con- 




tains the main staircase, the windows of which follow the lines of 
the stairs, and are emphasized by oriel and balcony, where the 
landings make it desirable. The house is approached from the 
west, while the east, southeast, and northeast, command extensive 
river and distant views. The rooms have been so arranged that 
the more important shall 
secure the views, as well 
as pleasant vistas and sur- 
prises. The hall and stair- 
case-hall are interesting and 
effective. The former has 
its large stone fireplace, 
its arcade of windows with 
quaint, stained glass ; and 
the latter with its large 
oriel, forms a pleasant rest- 
ing-place, looking far away 
down the river. On the 
east side of the house is a 
large verandah command- 
ing a fine prospect of the 
river. The architect is Mr. 
J. C. Cady, of New York. 
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